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1. This report is the international preliminary examination report, established by this International PreUnoinary 
Examining Authority under Article 35 and transmitted to the applicant according to Article 36. 

2. This REPORT consists of a total of ^ sheets, including this cover sheet 

3. This report is also acconopanied by ANNEXES, contpdsing: 

a. im (sent to the applicant and to the International Bureau) a total of sheets, as follows: 

I I sheets of the description, claims and/or drawings which have been amended and are the basis of 

this report and/or sheets containing rectifications authorized by this Authority (see Rule 70.16 

and Section 607 of the Administrative Instructions). 
I I sheets v^ch supersede earlier sheets, but which this Authority considers contain an amendment 

that goes beyond the disclosure in the international application as filed, as indicated in item 4 of 

Box No. I and the Supplemental Box. 
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Certain documents cited 
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Certain observations on the international application 





Box No. I 


□ 


Box No. n 


□ 


BoxNo. m 


□ 


Box No. IV 




Box No. V 


□ 


Box No. VI 


□ 


Box No. Vn 


□ 


BoxNo. vm 



Date of submission of the demand 
25 May 2005 (25.05.2005) 



Name and mailing address of the IPEA/ US 
Mail Stop PCT, Atta: IPBAAJS 
Coimnissionjer for Patents 
P.O. Box 1450 

Alexandda, Viiginia 22313-1450 
FacsimUe No. (703) 305-3230 



Date of completion of this report 
08 September 2005 (08.09.2005) 



Authorized officer a 
LeoB. Tentoni VxtSStL^ 
Telephone No. (571)272-1700 ' 



Fonn PCT/IPEA/409 (cover sheet)(April 2005) 



INTERNATIONAL PRELIMINARY REPORT ON PATENTABIUTy 
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Box No. I Basis of the report 

1 . With regard to the language, this report is based on: 

1^ the international application in ttie language in which it was filed. 

I I a translation of the international application into English, which is the language of a translation fiimished for the 
purposes of: 

I I international search (under Rules 12. 3 and 23. 1 (b)) 

I I publication of the international application (under Rule 12.4(a)) 

I I international preliminary examination (under Rules 55,2(a) and/or 55,3(a)) 

2. With regard to the elements of the international application, this report is based on (replacement sheets which have beenjuntished 
to the receiving Office in response to an invitation under Article 14 are referred to in this report as "originaify filed" and are not 



annexed to this report): 




the international application as originally filed/fumished 


|Xl the description: 




pages 1-10 


as originally filed/fumished 


paces* NONE 


received by this Authoritv on 


pages* NONE 


received by this Authority on 


the claims: 




pages 11-14 


as originally filed/fijmished 


pages* NONE 


as amended (together with any statenaent) under Article 19 


pages* NONE 


received by this Authority on 


pages* NONE 


received by this Authority on 


15^ the drawings: 




pages 1-5 


. as originally filed/fumished 


page??* NONE 


received bv this Authoritv on 


pages* NONE 


received by this Authoritv on 



I I a sequence listing and/or any related table(s) - see Supplemental Box Relating to Sequence Listing. 

3. EH The amendments have resulted in the cancellation of 

i I the description, pages — 

I I the claims, Nos_^ 

I I the drawings, sheets/figs 

I I the sequence listing {specify): . _ 

I I any table(s) related to the sequence listing (spedfy): 

4. I I This report has been established as if (some of) the amendments annexed to this report and listed below had not been made, 

since they have been considered to go beyond the disclosure as filed, as indicated in the Supplemental Box (Rule 70.2(c)). 

I I the description, pages 

I I the claims, Nos — 

I I the drawings, sheets/figs - — 

I I the sequence listing (specify): 

I I any table(s) related to the sequence listing (specify): . 

♦ If item 4 applies, some or all of tliose sheets may be marked "superseded, " 
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Box No. V Reasoned statement under Article 35(2) with regard to novelty, inventive step or industrial 
applicability; citations and explanations supporting such statement 



. Statement 

Novelty (N) 



Claims 5-7. 9. 13, 16. 17, 24-28 



Claims l^. 8> 10-12> 14. 15. 18-23 



^YES 
_NO 



Inventive Step (IS) 



Industrial Applicability (lA) 



Claims NONE 
Claims i-28 



_YES 
NO 



Claims 1-28 



Claims NONE 



_YES 
NO 



2, atations and Explanations (Rule 70.7) 

Claims 1-4, 8, 10-12, 14, 15 and 18-23 lack novelty under PCT Article 33(2) as being anticipated by Geus et al (U.S. Patent 5,766,646 
A). Geus et al (see the entire document, in particular, col. 1, line 66 to coL 2, line 57) teach a process of, and apparatus for, making a 
fiber batt from blow spun filaments including a spinning die, a gas stream flowing in a venture, a diffuser located downstream and 
contiguous to the venture and having gas exhaiist ports, means for controlling the quantity of exhausted gas and a surfece for collecting 
the fibers. 

Claims 5, 9, 13, 16, 17 and 24-28 lack an inventive step under PCT Article 33(3) as being obvious over Geus et al (U.S. Patent 
5,766,646 A). Geus et al (see the entire document, in particular, coL 1, line 66 to coL 2, line 57) teach a process of, and apparatus for, 
making a fiber batt from blow spun filaments, and these claimed aspects would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at 
the time the invention was made in Geus et al principally in order to produce a fiber batt having uniform density. 

Clahns 6 and 7 lack an inventive step under PCT Article 33(3) as being obvious over Geus et al (U.S. Patent 5,766,646 A) in view of 
Rodgers et al (WO 96/35009 Al). Rodgers et al (see the entire document, in particular, page 7, lines 14-22; claims 1-22; Figure 1) teach 
a process ot and apparatus for, making a fiber batt from blow spun filaments, including a carbonaceous (e.g., solvated mesophase) 
pitch, and such would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made in Geus et al in view of 
Rodgers et al principally in order to produce a fiber batt having desired characteristics and/or properties. 

Claims 1-28 meet the criteria set out in PCT Article 33(4), and thus have industrial applicability because the subject matter claimed can 
be made or used in industry. 



NEW CITATIONS 
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